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INITIAL TEACHER TRAINING
Congratulations to our SCITT and School Direct
trainees who have been awarded QTS after an
intensive training year. 53% were awarded a
grade 2 and 35% were awarded a grade 1! We are
delighted that 53% of this year's cohort will be
completing their NQT year in one of our
partnership schools. We wish you all a welldeserved rest in the summer.

Thank you, good bye and good luck to John Bridgman
As most of you will be aware John is retiring from the Titan Partnership on July 22nd. As the new Chief Executive I would
like to say a very big thank you to John and the Titan team for making me feel welcome as I settle into my new role.
John leaves an incredible legacy in Titan. His commitment and continuous drive in creating equality of opportunity for
young people across North West Birmingham is to be highly praised and celebrated. I’m sure you all join me in wishing
John the very best for the future.
Weekly Update Gets a Makeover!
Starting in September we will be communicating with you as our members in a variety of different ways;
•

•

•

•

Monthly newsletter
You will receive our monthly newsletter for the first time in September. Its key aim will be to keep you updated
regarding all of the services, support, activities and events that Titan offers you as members. It will also include a
new ‘Spotlight’ series where we will be showcasing and celebrating the exceptional work taking place across our
network so that you are better able to share best and next practice. If you have any ideas / suggestions as to what
you would like to see featured in the newsletter please let me know at carolyn.chapman-lees@titan.org.uk
Website
The newsletter will highlight and draw attention to key activities and events however the detail of the full Titan
offer will be available on the website which will be refreshed and relaunched in September.
Twitter
We will also become more active on Twitter as we know this is an extremely quick and effective way to keep up to
date with our members. Our Twitter handle is @TitanBirmingham so please do follow us. We look forward to
sharing lots of news and views with you on Twitter.
YouTube channel
Finally we will be setting up a YouTube channel where we can showcase best and next practice taking place across
our network and also nationally and internationally.

Please do get in touch with us if you have any ideas or suggestions as to how we can communicate with you in an
effective and meaningful way. I’m very much looking forward to working with you in 2016/17. In the meantime have a
restful summer break.
Kind regards
Carolyn Chapman-Lees
Chief Executive - Titan Partnership
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Titan Partnership Ltd/North West Area
Educational Professionals - Research Project
As we all know research is integral to a teacher’s
professional learning and development.
Residual funding from the old Gifted and Talented budget
and Titan activity funds will be used to support the funding
of teacher/support staff research from June 2016 to July
2017.
Research
Ideally the focus should be on the ‘more able’ agenda,
however, the schools have decided to broaden this to
include Teaching and Learning in general.
Applicants, with the agreement of their school leaders, will
need to commit to presenting the research findings to an
audience at a university venue in July 2017.
Funding
Ten projects at £1,000 each will be funded on a first come
first served basis as long as the project applications are
legitimate, appropriate, detailed and supported by school
leaders.
Who can apply?
Any individual or group, from within or across a Titan
member organisation, or from a North West school
(determined as an old EiC North West Network school).
How to apply
Please contact ranjit.garcha@titan.org.uk for an application
form and return to the Titan Partnership office no later
than Thursday 14th July, 2016. You will need the Head or
Deputy Head Teacher to agree to and sign your application.

Amazon Fulfilment Centre Visit – Thursday 14th
July 2016
Following last months’ extremely successful trip to
the Rugeley centre in Staffordshire, Year 10
learners from various schools witnessed the
sensational processing activities of the world’s
largest online goods distributor. Donned in Hi Viz
jackets and wearing not-street cred headsets, they
toured the massive and forever expanding factory.
The tasks involved in getting orders out within 90
minutes, from receiving the order, to the order
actually leaving on a vehicle out of the depot, have
to be seen to be believed. This is a free centre tour
for all parties. 46 Learners visited on the day –
from Handsworth Wood Girls Academy, Holte
School, Holyhead School and Broadway Academy.

Ranjit Garcha
14-19 Co-ordinator – NWN / Titan
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EUBULLY conference 7th September –
challenging bullying behaviour through
drama and online tools
You are invited to attend the conference
(1pm-4pm), where the outcomes,
experiences and best practice gained
from the EUBULLY project will be
presented. This will offer new resources
and ideas to invigorate and expand on
anti-bullying programmes in schools and
community groups. At the conference
you will experience the training to
facilitate your own drama based
workshops plus a new short film and
online materials to integrate as new
resources in class.

JLR Gaydon, Warwickshire Visit –
Wednesday 13th July 2016
This was a superb and awe-inspiring trip to the design &
prototype engineering plant in Gaydon. The learners were
greeted with a video of JLR’s history, vehicles and main
employment roles. Then, the cohort was split into two, with
one going off on a tour of the huge plant and the other
conducting a Vehicle Programming activity. Later on, the two
groups swapped over, and experienced the full impact of the
visit. Not only did learners see certain working practices on
their tour, but they also engage readily with a computer-based
coding game deliberately enticing these young people to
consider designing, technology and engineering as potential
career routes. There was some great feedback from the
learners on the day. 31 Learners attended from Aston Manor
Academy, Broadway Academy and St Paul’s Girls School.
Ranjit Garcha, 14-19 Co-ordinator – NWN / Titan

To register interest in this free event
contact: nagina.chaudhry@titan.org.uk

As part of the international EU-funded EUBULLY project, we have developed two apps to be used by teachers,
parents and pupils, in order to help pupils to cope with bullying and to learn anti-bullying strategies. We have
devised 3 short surveys which will help us to gain feedback on the apps:




one for teachers - https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2QNVMLZ
one for parents and carers – https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RTJ7SNT
one for pupils - https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RT8DKPT

Three prizes of £100 will be awarded; prize draws will take place at Titan Partnership the end of August 2016. For
more information on the project, our activities and the resources developed, please view www.eubully.eu
We would be grateful if you would circulate the links to your staff, parents/carers and to your pupils.
Ronnie McGovern
Director of European Projects - Titan Partnership
tel:
mob:
email:
web:

0121 212 4567
07967 967 834
ronnie.mcgovern@titan.org.uk
www.titan.org.uk/www.titanteachertraining.co.uk
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BREAKING DOWN THE BARRIERS: RAISING BOYS’ ACHIEVEMENT
St Georges Community Hub, Great Hampton Row, Birmingham B19 3JG
Thursday 6th October 2016, 9:00am – 3:00pm
Primary Headteachers, Members of SLT and Subject Leaders are invited to attend FREE PD* with Gary
Wilson
I would like to invite you to join me from 9:00am on Thursday 6th October to reflect on what it takes to
break down the barriers and raise boys’ achievement and how this might have implications for your own
school.
The session, sponsored by Oxford University Press and organised by St Georges Community Hub
offers the opportunity to attend a free full day of professional development.
 Achievement - setting the context of boys’ underachievement
 Breaking through the barriers to boys’ achievement in literacy
 Effective strategies for breaking through other barriers to boys’ achievement
Numbers will be limited to 50 delegates (max 2 delegates per school) so please book early with your name,
school address and postcode, email address and position – please register by emailing:
jenna.derry@titan.org.uk by 12th September 2016.
Thank you, I will look forward to meeting you.
With Best Wishes
Gary Wilson (Independent Literacy Consultant)
*There will be a non-profit charge of £30 made by the organiser to cover the cost of the venue and refreshments.

Gary is a freelance consultant who talks about tracing under achievement from
Pre School to 16 and what we can do to prevent it. He explains about how to
interact with boys to optimise learning and overcoming barriers to achievement.
Gary has been a teacher for 26 years in Huddersfield and has spent a great deal
of that career specializing in raising boys’ achievement. He is a fantastic speaker
– providing his audience with real tried and tested methods to break the
boundaries of boys’ under achievement and bring about significant whole school
improvement. He is the author of several books on the subject and is used
extensively by several LAs and organisations to implement his ideas on closing
the gender gap.
For further information please go to www.garywilsonraisingboysachievement.co.uk
For free Gary Wilson PD support and videos: www.oxfordprimary.co.uk
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Latest Website Information
Association of School and College Leaders
http://www.ascl.org.uk/
•
•
•

New Education Secretary must address funding
and recruitment
Teacher trainee report shows worrying trend
Maths mastery programme does not address
recruitment crisis

Schools Improvement Net
http://schoolsimprovement.net/

Guardian Education
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education
•
•
•

Parliament UK
http://www.parliament.uk/education
•

•
•
•

All FE and skills brought under the control of the
Department for Education
New poll finds apprenticeships have an ‘image
problem’
Lack of guaranteed behaviour management
training is ‘glaring omission’ in teacher
education

BBC Education News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education
•
•
•

Extra 750,000 school places needed in
population surge
Texting parents boosts maths grades, study
suggests
Ofsted warning on colleges extremism

Theresa May's cabinet: state-educated but
mostly male
£41m funding drive to help schools adopt
Asian-style maths lessons
Sex education in schools 'unfit' for smartphone
generation, survey finds

•
•

Multi-academy trusts Chief Executives
questioned by Committee
Social Mobility Committee report receives
Government response
Ministers questioned on Sexual Harassment
and Sexual Violence in Schools

Times Educational Supplement
http://www.tes.co.uk/
•
•
•

Parents will be key to winning education
battles, says NUT acting leader
Study reveals huge variations in teacher
training costs
School summer holidays shouldn't be cut, say
teachers, pupils – and even parents

GOV.UK
www.gov.uk
Department for Education
http://www.education.gov.uk
•
•
•

Technical education overhaul unveiled by Skills
Minister
South Asian method of teaching maths to be
rolled out in schools
Cash savings for schools





Helping disadvantaged young children: how
good are local authorities and early years
providers?
Local area SEND inspection outcome letters
Cracking Ideas: teacher and education
resources for Intellectual Property

